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Why POTA?

Enjoy the outdoors

Emergency preparedness

Low noise floor

Improve operating skills

Set personal goals

Learn more about propagation

Experiment with antennas

Introduce others to ham radio



POTA basics and terms

Activators

Must upload logs

Hunters

No upload needed

Awards 

Min. 10 Qs in UTC day) 

to activate a park



Batteries

LiFePO4:

3 Ah Bioenno

12 Ah Bioenno (not pictured)

40 Ah Bioenno

PowerWerx power box

20 Ah Expert Power

SLAB/AGM: 

14Ah



Batteries

Build your own

power box!



QRP Antenna

SotaBeams Mountain Tuner

EFHW 40-17m

Separate elements for 

each band

Arborist’s throw weight

(10-14 oz)

2.2mm throw line

50’ paracord



Antenna: EFHW

My favorite QRO portable antenna

80-10  (134’)

80/40/30/20/17/15/12/10m

40-10 (67’)

40/20/15/10

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BpdpkUEW39o

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BpdpkUEW39o


Antenna: MFJ 2286 ‘Big Stick’

40-6 meters

Similar to WRC & 

Buddistick



HF radios

QRO

Yaesu FT-891

QRP

Yaesu FT-817ND 

LNR MTR-3b



Logging Tools

Paper & pencil

FLE

HAMRS

VLS Logger

ACLog

ADIF Master







Mt. Rainier 2017



Dungeness NWR
          2017



Belfair SP, Winter Field Day 2022



Island adventures
Spring 2022



Hope Island SP K-3200 (Mason County)





Cutts Island



POTA / US Islands trip, San Juan Islands

March 2022

Orcas Island - Moran State Park

Jones Island 

Blind Island 

Skull Island 

A special thanks to Lee, K7IOC, USI chaser



Moran SP



Jones Island



Skull Island









Tips/lessons learned

Have contingency plans, 

especially for issues relating to 

safety



Eagle Island









“Oh, the places you’ll go!”       -Dr. Seuss



Tips/lessons learned

If operating from your vehicle, bond your vehicle!

Great info here: http://www.k0bg.com/bonding.html 

http://www.k0bg.com/bonding.html
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1oF-KqYi3uOy1369BzuiWBqcv11nDFB_F/preview


Tips/Lessons learned

Don’t overcomplicate it!

Know your ‘why’ 

Make (and use) a checklist

Keep safety in mind

Don’t wait too long to jump in and start calling CQ

Keep in mind the POTA UTC times  for activations

Having a flexible mindset has always makes my outings more enjoyable

Worried about pileups? Listen, learn from other activators. Use QRP, activate on a weekday, and/or don’t spot yourself!



Q&A




